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Is a fire alarm supervisory signal at the fire alarm control panel required to be non-latching 
and self-restoring? 
 
No.  Neither NFPA 72 [National Fire Alarm Code] nor UL Standard 864 [Control Units for Fire 
Protective Signaling Systems] prohibit the latching of supervisory initiating circuits.  Fire alarm 
control panels may utilize initiating circuits for supervisory signals that are latching and require 
manual resetting provided that the fire alarm panel has a distinctive means of visual indication 
showing the restoration of the supervisory condition to normal. 
 
The type of visual indication for the supervisory condition restoration and panel resetting 
instructions is required to be clearly addressed in the fire alarm control panel operation manual 
(e.g., text display, steady or flashing LED, etc.). 
 
Please note that Section 13114 of the California Health and Safety Code requires that all fire 
alarm control panels and components be approved and listed by the State Fire Marshal.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


